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Forest Red-tailed Black Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus banksii naso 

 
 

Conservation 
status: 

Vulnerable (WC Act) 
Vulnerable (EPBC Act) 

Range: Humid and sub-humid forests of south west WA, mainly in the hilly 
interior. 

Habitat: Eucalypt forests. 

Diet: Seeds of Marri, Jarrah, Blackbutt, Karri, Sheoak and Snottygobble, also 
some ornamental eucalypts and introduced Cape Lilac. 

Lifespan: 25 – 50 years in the wild. 

Males: Bright orange-red band in the tail; bill dark grey or blackish.  Juvenile 
males resemble adult females until about three years old. 

Females: Head and wings spotted with pale yellow; breast and belly barred with 
orange-yellow; tail narrowly banded with orange-yellow; bill pale 
greyish white. 

Threats:  Loss and fragmentation of habitat (particularly Jarrah-Marri forests) 
due to climate change, logging, land clearing and fire. 

 Competition for nest sites with feral European honey bees and 
expanding numbers of Australian Shelducks and Australian Wood 
(Maned) Ducks.  

 Vehicle strikes. 
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Carnaby’s Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus latirostris 

                       
                  

Conservation 
status: 

Endangered  (WC Act)  
Endangered  (EPBC Act)  

Range: Spread sparsely throughout the greater south west of Western Australia from 
Kalbarri to east of Esperance.  Extinct in at least 30 per cent of its former range.  

Nesting habitat: Eucalypt woodlands.  Nests in the hollows of old (at least 130 years old) smooth-
barked eucalypts including Salmon Gum and Wandoo but also Tuart, Flooded 
Gum, Karri, Bullich and Marri. 

Feeding habitat: Woodlands, forests, heath and scrub.  

Diet: The flowers, nectar and seeds of Banksia, Dryandra, Hakea, Eucalyptus, Corymbia 
and Grevillea.  They also eat seeds of pine trees, fruiting nut trees (especially 
almonds and macadamias), the flesh and juice of apples and persimmons, as well 
as insect larvae.  

Lifespan: 25 – 50 years in the wild. 

Males: Black bill, pink eye ring and dusky white ear patch. Juvenile males resemble 
adult females until about three years old. 

Females: Greyish white bill, grey eye ring and yellowish white ear patch. 

Threats:  The most significant threat continues to be from loss of habitat.  The vast 
majority (more than 87 per cent) of their habitat has been cleared since 
European settlement, mostly for wheat/sheep farming in what we now call 
the Wheatbelt. A warming and drying climate places added pressure on that 
habitat.  

 Poaching of eggs and chicks from the wild and illegal shooting sadly still occurs 
today as it has in the past.   

 Competition for limited nest hollows with feral European honey bees and 
other cockatoos (galahs and corellas) which occur in unnaturally high numbers. 

 Vehicle strikes. 
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