EXAMPLE POST-OPERATIVE RECOVERY MONITORING FORM

AEC PROJECT NUMBER:						CHIEF INVESTIGATOR:					
ANIMAL ID NUMBER						SPECIES / STRAIN:		
MALE / FEMALE:						AGE / DOB:	
· First two days of post-surgery AM and PM checks 
· Day three and day four daily checks
· Observations are recorded below with a score. 
· Veterinary examinations and medications should also be recorded under Intervention & Comments.
· 
			Observation
	Date:   
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By:
	Date:   
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By:
	Date:   
Time:
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	Date:   
Time:
By:
	Date:   
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By:
	Date:   
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	Score
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	Rectal temperature
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pulse
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respiration rate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Body posture
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Appetite
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Defecation
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rumination
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pain 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surgical site
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total score
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intervention/Comments


	


	
	
	
	
	



CRITERIA
	
	SCORE

		
	0
	1
	2

	Activity
	Normal-mobile and active
	Somewhat or intermittent stillness compared to others
	Moderately reduced activity, dull and lethargic.

	Body posture
	Normal
	Somewhat or intermittent hunched appearance
	Moderate or continuous hunching and still

	Defecation (assessment of anogenital wool)
	Normal consistent faeces present wool clean
	Signs of mild diarrhoea
	Signs of serious diarrhoea

	Appetite
	Normal 
	Decrease in appetite
	Have no appetite

	Rumination behaviour
	Normal
	Abnormal rumination behaviour
	Loss of rumination behaviour

	Pain
	Normal
	Licking, rubbing or scratching painful areas. Grinding their teeth and curling their lips.
	Reluctance to move.

	
Surgical site
	Wound looks good, with normal healing
	Wound appears slightly red adjacent surgical site, delayed healing
	Redness and swelling, with discharge or weeping



ACTIONS AND INTERVENTIONS

SCORE 0
NO intervention is required

SCORE 1
ADD additional monitoring consider analgesia in consultation with vet

SCORE 2-4
ADD additional monitoring, consider analgesia in consultation with vet, assess for euthanasia
This research project has been approved by the Murdoch University Animal Ethics Committee. To confidentially discuss any aspects of this permit’s legality or to report any issues relating to animal welfare or wellbeing, please contact the Murdoch Animal Ethics Office on (08) 9360 7366 / 9360 6472 or email: animal.ethics@murdoch.edu.au
