
Becoming a registered psychologist in Australia takes a minimum of six years, but there are a few different options to get 
you there. When people say “I’m a psychologist” in Australia, it means they’ve completed a minimum of six years of study 
and work experience, and have successfully registered with the Psychology Board of Australia (PsyBA). Just like doctors, 
nurses and lawyers, it’s a legal requirement to be registered with the respective professional body before you can practise. 

Apply for full registration with the Psychology Board of Australia

Complete a registrar program leading to Area of Practice Endorsement

Apply for an Area of Practice Endorsement

Becoming a Registered Psychologist

Achieve an Area of Practice Endorsement and adopt the relevant title  
e.g. Clinical Psychologist

Annual Continuing Professional Development (CPD) requirement to 
maintain registration and Area of Practice Endorsement

• Years 1-3
Complete an accredited three-year  
undergraduate course
Murdoch University offers the Bachelor of Psychology

Combined degree
Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Psychology
Bachelor of Sport and Exercise Science/ 
Bachelor of Psychology
Bachelor of Psychology/Bachelor of Criminology

OR

Step 1 1

OR

• Year 4 
Complete an accredited Honours year
Murdoch University offers the Bachelor of Psychology Honours 

OR
Complete an accredited Graduate Diploma course 
Murdoch University offers the Graduate Diploma in Psychology (Advanced)

• Years 4-5 
Complete an 
accredited Year 4-5 
packaged course + 
1-year internship
Murdoch University 
offers the Master of 
Professional Psychology*

Step 2Step 2 2

• Year 5-6
2-years Masters degree
Murdoch University 
offers the Master of 
Applied Psychology in 
Clinical Psychology

• Year 5
1-year Masters +  
1-year internship
Murdoch University offers 
the Master of Applied 
Psychology (Professional)

• Year 5+
Doctoral degree
Murdoch University offers 
the Doctor of Psychology 
in Clinical Psychology 
and the Master of Applied 
Psychology in Clinical 
Psychology + Doctor 
of Philosophy

Step 3 - Option 2: Specialist ProgramStep 3 - Option 1: 3

Pass National Psychology Exam

Annual Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) requirement 
to maintain general registration 

as a Psychologist

*This course is accredited with conditions as a packaged Level 2 and Level 3 program by the Australian Psychology 
Accreditation Council (APAC). Approval is currently being sought from the Psychology Board of Australia for this 
course to be approved as a qualification for the purposes of registration as a psychologist.


