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Message from the 
   Executive Director

The Harry Butler Institute (HBI) leads research that bridges 
the natural and applied sciences, industry and policy, and 
knowledge systems from the ecological to the cultural. In 
shaping our 2025–2030 Strategic Plan, we have built on our 
track record of delivering real-world impact through scienti昀椀c 
excellence, industry partnerships, and community engagement.

At the core of the strategy are 
the Five Ps—People, Partnerships, 
Projects, Promotion and 
Policy. These pillars re昀氀ect our 
commitment to doing research 
that matters: empowering the 
next generation of researchers, 
co-creating knowledge with 
Traditional Custodians, generating 
solutions for environmental 
sustainability, and translating our 
science into actionable outcomes.

We are deeply aligned with 
Murdoch University’s Ngala 

Kwop Biddi 2023–2030 Strategy 
and the cross-cutting themes 
of Sustainability, First Nations 
engagement, and Equity, Inclusion 
and Diversity. Our research centres 
operate across diverse domains, 
from biosecurity to aquatic and 
terrestrial ecosystems, energy and 

waste, and together exemplify 
the kind of interdisciplinary and 
mission-driven science that 
Murdoch champions.

This is an ambitious plan, and its 
success depends on collective 
effort. I extend my gratitude to 
the dedicated staff, students, 
partners and supporters who 
continue to contribute to HBI’s 
journey. Together, we will build a 
brighter, more sustainable future 
grounded in evidence, inclusion 
and shared purpose.

Prof Treena Burgess 
Executive Director,  
Harry Butler Institute

Prof Treena Burgess 
Executive Director,  
Harry Butler Institute 
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Our Mission

To drive transformative research 
that advances environmental 
sustainability, delivering 
practical, evidence-based 
solutions through strong 
partnerships with government, 
industry, and communities.
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Centre for 
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Research Centres
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One Health

Overview

Centre for 
Water, Energy, 

and Waste

The Harry Butler Institute (HBI) was 
established in 2017 and subsequently 
four research centres were developed to 
cover different aspects of environmental 
sustainability:

• Biosecurity and One Health

• Sustainable Aquatic Ecosystems

• Terrestrial Ecosystem Science and 
Sustainability

• Water, Energy, and Waste

As an institute, we are closely aligned with 
Murdoch University’s strategic pillars of 
Sustainability, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, 
and First Nations Engagement. 

The vast majority of our members are based 
within the University’s Colleges, with relatively 
few research-only staff directly within HBI. This 
strong connection with the Colleges is integral 
to our success. Strategic Pillars

SustainabilitySustainability Equity, Diversity and InclusionEquity, Diversity and Inclusion First NationsFirst Nations

Be a leading university in 
education, teaching and 

translational research 
in sustainability and 

sustainable practices.

Build a welcoming,  
diverse and 

inclusive community.

Become the University 
of Choice for First 
Nations peoples.
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